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Did you know?   
   

 More than half of drivers in fatal crashes positive for 

delta-9 THC were also positive for alcohol. Most 

(84%) of these drivers had a BAC greater than 0.08. 

 Cannabis and alcohol is the most common combina-

tion of poly-drugs among drivers in fatal crashes. One 

of every four poly-drug drivers in fatal crashes were 

positive for both delta-9 THC and alcohol.  

 One-third of drivers in fatal crashes positive for delta-

9 THC were between the ages of 18 and 25. 

 The majority (84%) of delta-9 THC-positive drivers in 

fatal crashes were male. 

 Overall, alcohol is three times more prevalent among 

drivers in fatal crashes than delta-9 THC. 

Trends show a steady upward climb in fatal crashes 

involving drivers testing positive for delta-9 tetrahydro-

cannabinol (THC), the psychoactive and impairing chemi-

cal in cannabis. The number of drivers positive for delta-9 

THC has more than doubled since 2013 and now compris-

es about 12% of all drivers involved in fatal crashes. There 

was also a decrease in driver testing rates during this same 

timeframe; from 63% of drivers tested in 2013 down to 

less than 50% in 2017. Nearly three-quarters of delta-9 

THC-positive drivers in fatal crashes were also positive for 

other drugs and/or alcohol. 

I care, because 597 people died in Washington dur-

ing the years of 2008-2017 in crashes involving delta-9 THC-

positive drivers, which was about 12% of all traffic deaths.  

Poly-Drug Drivers are now the most common type of 

impaired driver involved in fatal crashes. For the first time in 

2012, drivers who had consumed multiple drugs became 

more prevalent than fatal crash-involved drivers who had 

consumed only alcohol. This gap continues to grow. 

Data Sources: 

Washington Fatality Analysis Reporting System (WA-FARS), ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¢ǊŀŶŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

Toxicology ReportsΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǘǊƻƭ  

For more information, ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¢ǊŀŶŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǘŀ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ όослύ тнр-фуслΦ  
https://wtsc.wa.gov/research-data/   

 ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/-
ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ Ŧŀǘŀƭ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŘǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΦ 

https://wtsc.wa.gov/research-data/
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5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ Cŀǘŀƭ /ǊŀǎƘŜǎ  нллу нллф нлмл нлмм нлмн нлмо нлмп нлмр нлмс нлмт ¢h¢![ 

¢ƻǘŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ Cŀǘŀƭ /ǊŀǎƘŜǎ тмн соо смф слс рфм рфн сно тст тст умп сΣтнп 

5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ²Ƙƻ ²ŜǊŜ ¢ŜǎǘŜŘ CƻǊ 5ǊǳƎǎ плп осф оту опп опр ото опо офс пмф офр оΣтсс 

5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ²Ƙƻ ²ŜǊŜ bh¢ ¢ŜǎǘŜŘ CƻǊ 
5ǊǳƎǎ 

нфф нну нмт ннн нно нмл нтс осу опт плл нΣтфл 

5ǊƛǾŜǊ 5ǊǳƎ ¢ŜǎǝƴƎ ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ с ос нп пл но с п н м мф мсм 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ¢ŜǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 5ǊǳƎǎ  56.7% 58.3% 61.1% 56.8% 58.4% 63.0% 55.1% 51.6% 54.6% 48.5% 56.0% 

5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ tƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ !ƴȅ /ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ тп ту ум рс со рф уу фн млф ммо умо 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜǎǘŜŘ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ²Ƙƻ ²ŜǊŜ 
/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ-tƻǎƛǝǾŜ  

18.3% 21.1% 21.4% 16.3% 18.3% 15.8% 25.7% 23.2% 26.0% 28.6% 21.6% 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƻǘŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ²Ƙƻ ²ŜǊŜ 
/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ-tƻǎƛǝǾŜ  

10.4% 12.3% 13.1% 9.2% 10.7% 10.0% 14.1% 12.0% 14.2% 13.9% 12.1% 

5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ tƻǎƛǝǾŜ CƻǊ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ он нр ос он ос оу тп ун фп млм ррл 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜǎǘŜŘ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ²Ƙƻ ²ŜǊŜ  
5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/-tƻǎƛǝǾŜ  

7.9% 6.8% 9.5% 9.3% 10.4% 10.2% 21.6% 20.7% 22.4% 25.6% 14.6% 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƻǘŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ²Ƙƻ ²ŜǊŜ 
5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/-tƻǎƛǝǾŜ  

4.5% 3.9% 5.8% 5.3% 6.1% 6.4% 11.9% 10.7% 12.3% 12.4% 8.2% 

/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ aŜǘŀōƻƭƛǘŜ-ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ 
όƴƻ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ύ 

пн ро пр нп нт нм мп мл мр мн нсо 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ-tƻǎƛǝǾŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ 
²Ƙƻ ²ŜǊŜ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/-tƻǎƛǝǾŜ 

43.2% 32.1% 44.4% 57.1% 57.1% 64.4% 84.1% 89.1% 86.2% 89.4% 67.7% 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ғрƴƎκƳƭ мл т мн мо мн му ос ос пс оф ннф 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ hǾŜǊ ҔрƴƎκƳƭ нн му нп мф но мф оу пн пп рф олу 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ [ŜǾŜƭ ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ л л л л м м л п п о мо 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ Ҕ Φлу мт мт му нм мп мф ну от пм пн нрп 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/  ϧ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ Ҕ Φлу 53.1% 68.0% 50.0% 65.6% 38.9% 50.0% 37.8% 45.1% 43.6% 41.6% 46.2% 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ ғ Φлтф р н о м м р ф ф п мм рл 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ ғ Φлтф 15.6% 8.0% 8.3% 3.1% 2.8% 13.2% 12.2% 11.0% 4.3% 10.9% 9.1% 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ !ƴȅ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ  нн мф нм нн мр нп от пс пр ро олп 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ !ƴȅ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ 68.8% 76.0% 58.3% 68.8% 41.7% 63.2% 50.0% 56.1% 47.9% 52.5% 55.3% 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ hǘƘŜǊ 5ǊǳƎǎ  мл р у у мм мм нт нт ос ол мто 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ hǘƘŜǊ 5ǊǳƎǎ 31.3% 20.0% 22.2% 25.0% 30.6% 28.9% 36.5% 32.9% 38.3% 29.7% 31.5% 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ hb[¸  т р ф т мо у мф нп ну ом мрм 

5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ hǘƘŜǊ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ ƻǊ 5ǊǳƎǎ нр нл нт нр но ол рр ру сс тл офф 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘ 5Ŝƭǘŀ-ф ¢I/ ϧ hǘƘŜǊ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ 
ƻǊ 5ǊǳƎǎ 

78.1% 80.0% 75.0% 78.1% 63.9% 78.9% 74.3% 70.7% 70.2% 69.3% 72.5% 

Data Sources: 

Washington Fatality Analysis Reporting System (WA-FARS), ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¢ǊŀŶŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

Toxicology ReportsΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǘǊƻƭ  

For more information, ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¢ǊŀŶŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǘŀ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ όослύ тнр-фуслΦ  
https://wtsc.wa.gov/research-data/   

https://wtsc.wa.gov/research-data/

